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The Bill now depending, to diſable him to Hold or 
Execute the Office of Warden of the Priſon of the Fleet; or to 
Have or Exerciſe any Authority relating thereto. 


HA the ſaid Bambridge had no Concern in the Fleet Priſon, as Deputy or otherwiſe, 
till the 24th Day of June, 172). 1 


THAT on the zoth of September laſt, he was appointed Warden by Letters Patent 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain. ; 


THAT upon a careful Peruſal of the ſaid Bill, he cannot diſcern one ſingle Crime charged upon 
him ſince his Admiſſion into the ſaid Office, or before; or any poſitive Charge whatſoever againſt him; 
and therefore he muſt needs be at a loſs to know how to apply his Defence. EY 


THAT under this Difficulty, he hath, with all poſſible Strictneſs, examined into his own Conduct, 
fince his firſt Concern in the ſaid Office, and likewiſe diligently inquired after all the Complaints that 
have been made againſt him relating thereto, and hopes he ſhall be able to make it appear, that thoſe 
Complaints are as groundleſs, as he is conſcious to himſelf that, with Regard to the ſaid Office, he hath 
done no more than his Duty. ED IS. 7 


Taleur, ' brag Barnes, and Thomas King : And as to the three firſt, he poſitively denies, that he per- 
mitted them, or either of them, to eſcape ; that he had no Cuſtody over them, or either of them, till 
after the Commencement of his Letters Patent, as aforeſaid ; and is poſitive, that neither of them 

have made any Eſcape at all ſince. And as to the three latter, » never were in his Cuſtody. 


doth he kno'v, nor hath he heard, of mY Crime, or Miſdemeanor, complained of againſt him, ſave 
ſuch as are he eafter mentioned, and anſwered by him. N 


THAT as to the Charge of putting Jacob Mendez Solas into Irons, it was done before Bambridge 
was either Warden, or Deputy, or had any Concern in the ſaid Priſon, and happened upon this Oc- 
caſion: las being greatly indebted for Chamber-Rent, Mr. Guybon, the then Deputy-Warden, had 
cauſed him to be diſpoſſeſſed of his Room for Non-payment. Whereupn Bambridge, on Solas's Behalf, 
applied to Guybon to reſtore him; Guybon refuſed, urging it as a Reaſon, that upon Solass being firſt 


ſhoot any one that ſhould oppoſe him; ſoon after, Bambridge ſeeing Solas, and intending to e 
ſtulate with him about ſuch Misbehaviour, called him to him; upon which ſome Servant of the then 
Warden's took that Opportunity, and ſeized him by the Arms, and two loaded Piſtols were taken out 


where he was kept, by the Approbation of Mr. Huggins, till ſome of his Friends undertook for his 
future quiet Behaviour, and then he was releaſed ; and upon paying to Daniel Hopkins Part of the Ar- 
rears of his Chamber-Rent, for Mr. Guyboiz's Uſe, was reſtored to his Room; but ſince Bambridge hath 
been admitted, he hath been ſo far from terrifying Solas, that he hath treated him with all poſſible 
. ᷣ ͤ K | 20 


about 80 or 100 Priſoners, headed by Mackpheadris, having entred into a fort of Aſſociation to pull 
= ruprt them, or to come within the Priſon ;\ Bambridge happened to dine that Day with Mr. Huggins, t 
LR whom an Account thereof being brought, he, in regard that Mr. GCuybon was in an ill State of Heal: 
deſired Bambridge in the Evening to ſee that all was quiet. And Bambridge going accordingly to 
SE the Common-Side Gate locked, was obſerved by Mackpheadris, and ſome of his Party, who came 
TRE to Bambridge, and attacked him, and. would have murdered him, if Lights had not been brought | 
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turned out of his Room, he had repoſſeſſed himſelf by Force, and had armed himſelf with Piſtols to 75 


THAT as to permitting wilful Eſcapes, he hath not been able to diſcover above fix Inſtances 
alledged againſt him; which were the Caſes of David Boyce, William Booth, William Kilbury, William | 


of his Boſom ; whereupon Guybon order d him to be put into Irons, as an ungovernable Perſon, _ 


bg" 


THAT as to the Caſe of Captain John Mackpbeadris, that likewiſe happened before Bambridge A 
was either Warden, or Deputy, and was thus: There was a great Riot and Mutiny in the Priſon 5 28 


THAT as to any Breach of 'Truſt, he hath not, upon the moſt diligent Inquiry, been able 0 9 
diſcover any Complaint againſt him, unleſs upon Account of the ſuppoſed Eſcapes abovementioned; nor 


down ſeveral Partitions within the Priſon,” and not to ſuffer any of the Servants of the Priſon to inter- 9 


- "4; - nn N 8 5 
= 4 l Pp N 2 1 p © a 5 . 1 : 7 A ** * * 1 4 yy 4 
= "Y ic heck og ot alter ve a ed dd xt A „ AA A OT ON ; ; R Ga 8 a Bi 
FA F ud LIST OM . * N N 8 n » 0% Y oY ls WY, FE. BE. TW," » Ix 4 Wn”, «AT ET N . 8 ; 1 H * . S. I? 281 £2 47" 01" * * MG) 9 = 4 TY. . _ n DEL * vos 4 ed abt Un 0 in 44 * W 1 
Fs \ ak 4 4 2 4 9 52 3 e " 1 PE \ «a Wh PR : , 0 1 9 R 7 4 \ \ * 7 * 1 "©"? * © N LEY N OY 6 - * 7 ' "GREW \ 
I 4-4; NEE fs CS ' OTE TON F 7 Gn tt SER OTST RO.” - een 43 E Ron i i... 
„ N * * HE * r 2 NE OP x4 L l n 8 , " * 8 D FFT SY | Tx OS. * 
J „r £ F nl = 1 N 8 * i * ” 
EEE 7 — r + LR „ Sag 4 ; b K 
3 bk. £22 : d \ 4 a4 1 CY ws 4 2 £ 
4 47% ' W X * R 
* 0 E ” . , b 2 * . X 
7 l _ ty Ol | > . 3 . 
. , =. # 1 x 
- * ; , 
5 . - * { 
by 4. 4 


3. 4 1 . 
. N +, 


r 1 — +. CET 5 2" T6 n 3% YRS... v4» 5 A 10 
be ted Komm ten. Nest 1 Gs o 2133 1014 N. wy 1 . 
and he teſtued from them. ext Morning Batfbridge acquamted- . Hng 1$- with what Had paſſed, 
Pho thereupon deſired Bambridge to go and procure a Guard (as had been uſual in ſuch Caſes) to 


prevent further Miſchtef, and to order Cuybon to have Mackpheadris put in Irons, which was done 
= accordingly. OB: We Un | 


: 


A 


THAT all this Mutiny and Riot was originally occaſioned by Mackpheadris's Non-payment of 
Rent to Guybon, wherein Bambridge had no Concern or Intereſt. That Bembridge neither inſulted nor 
tortured him; and he was ſo far Fb being tortured, that upon his repreſenting that the Smith, in 
rivetting one of the Irons, had jarr'd his Leg, it was inſtantly taken off, and only one ſingléè Iron con- 
tinued d and upon his reconciling himſelf to Mr. Huggins and Guybon, that likewife was taken off, and he 

reſtored to his Room. | Eo , dt oo 


E | THAT as to the Affair of Sir 7/:/liam Rich, it happened in Bambridee's own Wardemſhip:- He 
= had been a Priſoner in the King's-Bench, and came over without any other Cauſe than to do Bam— 
bridge a Miſchief: He was brought to Corbets, and propoſed to return in a few Days, but ſtaid there 
above three Months, and having no Opportunity to accompliſh his Deſign, he grew ſo troubleſome, 
and committed ſo many Diſorders, that Corbet would keep him no longer, ſo he was carried into the 
Priſon, where he had no ſooner entered, than he ſtabb'd one of the Keepers for the Night three ſeveral 
times; and the next Morning, Bambridge going civilly to expoſtulate with him, was ſtabbed by him 
in the Breaſt with a Shooemaker's Paring-Knife, provided on Purpoſe, without any other Reaſon or 
Apology for ſo doing, than Damm you, take that to your Heart: Upon which he was put in Irons. 


I HAT as to the Cauſe of putting Captain David Sinclair into the Strong-Room, it happened thus: 
Bambridge, on the firſt Day of Auguſt laſt, being then Deputy-Warden, and Merry-making with ſome 

Friend at Corbet's, about 12 at Night ſent one of his Officers into the Priſon to ſee if all Things were 
20h, who ſoon after returned and told Bambridge, he had Intelligence that a Priſdner, in Execution 

for 100007. and upwards, was deſigning an Eſcape; he having that Afternoon ſent away ſeveral 
Trunks; upon which the Officer was ſent back, with Orders to patroul the Priſon for an Hour, and to 

obſerve what paſſed ; and upon his Return between One and Two, he informed Bambridge that the ſaid 
Prifoner was up without a Candle, and that all, or moſt of the Priſoners were quiet and in Bed, except 
in Snclair's Room, which was adjoining and near the Apartment of the Perſon whoſe Eſcape was 
ſuſpected ;. thereupon Bambridge prevailed with his Friends to go with him into the Priſon, and ſeeing 
2 Light in Sinclair's Room, and hearing a great deal of Noiſe there, he deſired them to ſtay in the fore 
Tard. whilſt he went up Stairs to ſee what was doing at that unſeaſonable Hour. Upon his entring 


the Room where were Sinclair and five or fix others, and civilly asking if they thought it not a reaſon- 
able Time to be in Bed; Snclair reſented Bambridge's coming into the Room, or concerning himſelf 


BB with their Behaviour, and without any other Provocation, immediately inſulted Bambridge, collared, 
ſtruck, and kicked him, till the Watch came in to his Reſcue, and conveyed Sinclair, for ſuch his 
E Misbchaviour, to the Strong-Room, where he continued intoxicated with Geneva, Punch, and other 
Ppirituous Liquors, for three or four Days, refuſing all manner of Accommodation; but as he became 
= foberer, he was removed from thence to the Room of one Kilbury, which he has ever ſince retained, 


* 


and. keeps to his own Uſe, without any manner of Conſideration whatſoever. 


THAT the ſaid Sinclair from the very firſt of his Commitment behaved in a very turbulent diſor- 
derly Manner; and although Bambridge had continual Complaints againſt him, for his riotous Behaviour, 
and perpetually incommoding his Fellow-Prifoners ; yet Bamb ridge was fo far from improving any Dif- 
ference upon ſuch Complaints, that he always endeavoured, in the moſt courteous Manner, to diſſuade 
him from thoſe offenſive Practices, well knowing that the ſaid Sinclair, by all Means, ſought to create 
Diſturbances in the Priſon. ; „ . . 


= THAT Bambridge has been complained of for deſtroying Priſoners for Debt, of whith two In- 
ſttances have been given; the one in the Caſe of Robert Caſtell, and the other of Fobn Holder. As to 
Castell, Bambridge and he lived with the utmoſt Friendſhip to each other. On the 22d of October laſt, 
as Bambridge was going to Bed, Cafte/l came, accompanied with others, to acquaint him, That his Bail 
5 were there to ſurrrender him; whereupon Bambridge, to oblige Caſtell, with great Perſuaſion, prevailed 
4 upon the Bail to forbear for ſome Days. About ten Days after, the Bail came a ſecond Time for the 
= came Purpoſe, and were again diſſuaded from it by Bambridze, At length, on the 14th of Novem- 
ber, they came and ſurrendered him to the Tipſtaff, without Bambridge's Privity. That neither 
F  Bambridge nor Caſtell knew any thing of the Small-Pox being there at the Time of the Surrender; 
that there had been but one ſick Perſon there, and he actually recovered before it was known to either of 
7 them;-nor was he ever ſeen by Cafell, who was fo far from thinking himſelf injured by Bamb ridge, 
BR that he afterwards requeſted him to accommodate ſeveral Affairs for him, which was done accordingly”; 
d whillt Cagtell was continually acknowledgin 7 Civilities, and ſolliciting to get new Sure- 
; for the Rules, and Baimbridge ſtill continuing to do him ſeveral Services, he was taken ill of the 
/ ᷣ . bis ms Fog. CE - 


"HAT as to Holder, he was a Perſon of very ill Behaviour, and fo far from having any Effeds 
Value, that he was very poor, and maintain'd by his Relations. He lay in Priſon ſeveral Years for 
bt of 70 or 80 J. and was diſpoſſeſs d *6f his Room for Non-Payment of Rent; but upon the 
lication of his Friends was reſtor'd, and ſome time after was taken ill of the Strangury, and dy d 
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a a voluntary Surrender in Diſcharge oz 


Crime or Miſdemeanour whatſoever, in the Execution of his Office. 


N I 


Bambridge being inform'd that /iJſon and Piggot, two Priſoners of ill Fame and Behaviour, had caſted 
ſome of his Effects to be remov'd, he did, as he thought it was his Duty, acquaint therewith Charles | 
Holder, Eſq; Brother to the Deceas d, who took care of the Infant, and of the Effects, which were 
inventory'd, and amounted to a very ſmall Value. That Pzgg was turn'd out of che Priſon, becauſe ſ 
he was diſcharg'd ; and IH tome few Hours confin'd in the ſtrong Room for Drunkenneſs, and MY 
inſulting Bambridge for his Civility to the Holders, (the Uncle and Infant) by 

the ſmall Remains of thoſe Effects. 


preventing his imbezzling 

THAT theſe are all the particular Facts he hath been able to collect, that have been complained of 
againſt him, either as to Eſcapes, loading his Priſoners with Irons, putting them in Dungeons, or 
deſtroying them; and he hath this Conſolation to obſerve, that in the midit of ſo much Calumny that 
he hath been induſtriouſly loaded with, none of theſe ſuppoſed Inhumanitics are pretended to have 
been done by him for Gain. And all the Inſtances of Eſcapes alledged againſt him are not true in 
Fact; and as to the three Inſtances of the Pritoners in Irons, two of them were before he had an 
Concern in the Priſon ; and the Caſe of the third was ſolemnly heard before all the Judges of the 
Court of Common-Plzas, who, after a full Hearing, by Council on both Sides, refuſed to relieve Sir 
Wlilliam Rich; declaring, that what the Warden had done therein was lawful and juſtifiable. 


THAT the ſaid Bambridge apprehends it is the Duty of every Keeper to preſerve the Peace 
within his Priſon ; becauſe every Breach thereof, or other Diſorder there, tends to promote Eſcapes, 
which are highly penal to him; and that in Caſes of Riots, Mutinies, or other groſs Misbehaviour, he 
may by Law juſtify putting the Ringleaders into ſtrong Holds, and even into Irons; but when he does 
ſo, it is always at his Peril; and if it be without ſufficient Cauſe, he is not only puniſhable in the uſual 


Courſe of Law, as all other wrong Doers are, but he is puniſhable in a ſummary Way, at the Diſcretion. 
of the Court to which he belongs. 


THAT Priſoners in the Fleet Priſon, for the moſt part, come thither not by Compulſion, but by 


Bail, and thereby they in ſome meature ſtipulate to become true 
Priſoners to the Warden ; and when he furniſhes them with Rooms, for which Rent is fixed by Act of 


Parliament, if it ſhould not be in his Power to diſpoſſeſs them for Non- payment, he would be in a 


-worſe Condition than any other of the King's Subjects, as having his Property detained from him, and 


no Poſſibility of any Satisfaction for the Injury. 


THAT ina Priſon where are ſuch great Numbers of Priſoners, - of whom the greateſt Part come 
thither for their Extravagancies, it would be impoſſible to prevent Eſcapes, Mutinies, Riots, Tumults, 
and other Diſorders, if the Warden was not intruſted with a Fower to reſtrain the Ringleaders, eipe- 
cially ſince he is in fo penal a Manner anſwerable for the Conſequences of them, and fo frequently 
ſuffers by them; and it has been no new thing to put Priſoncrs of diſorqerly Behaviour into Irons, 


Ae n 
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THAT in Caſe he hath been guilty of any the Offences for which his Majeſty's Attorney-General 
hath Orders to proſecute him, he will upon ſuch Proſecution be removed from his Office by due Courſe 
of Law. That he deſires nothing more than to put himſelf upon his Trial, as not doubting but that 
he ſhall be able to defend himſelf againſt any particular Charge that can be brought againſt him. 


THAT he humbly apprehends, that the Proſecutions that are ordered, and are now carrying on 
againſt him, will render the Proceedings on this Bill intirely unneceſſary: And therefore hopes it will! 
be thought more proper to leave his Caſe to a due Courſe of Law, than to puniſh him by a Law 
made ex poſt fatto, and to which he can make no regular Defence. „„ 


D 


THAT he hath permitted no Eſcapes, nor hath been guilty of any Breach of Truſt, or other "a 
That if he hath done any Many 


. t : 6 a ö 2 55 v a ; 
any Injury, either in or out of his Office, the Laws are open whereby he may be puniſhed. | 3-0 
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5 Au therefore he bt wb hopes the ſaid Bill ſhall not paſs, 
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